56                          SHORT STORIES

If the son said that he had not been able to
bring enough flowers for the worship of God, his
mother would say, " How much flower does God
require ? Does He require any at all ? If you have
much flower, offer much; if you have little, offer
the little. If you have no flower, offer leaf." If
someone said that he was not able to go to the
temple and that it was a pity, she would say,
" Keep that pain in the heart, and when you fail
to go to God, God will come to you." Her atten-
tion to the guests that came to the house was
something to watch and to admire ; and if worship
was being conducted the sincerity which she put
into the little acts with which she helped in the
worship looked out in every movement.

While still young, therefore, Parasar became
a devotee as well as a scholar. He then went to the
Acharya himself for the finishing touches to his
education. When, in talking of the texts and
commentaries in the course of the lessons, the
Acharya made some statement, Parasar would
say, " Yes, that is how my mother explained the
passage." When a thing like this was repeated
several times the Acharya felt a little surprised.
When some days later Parasar's mother attended
a gathering at which the Acharya spoke and she
bent down in reverence, he said to her, "Your son